
DO YOU KNOW

ABOUT

HABITAT III?

By
Anjali Bean



In October of 2016, the United Nations will convene a global summit on Housing and
Sustainable Urban Development in Quito, Ecuador. This conference, nicknamed Habitat
III, is the third of its kind and has been held every twenty years since 1976.

Each Habitat Conference has represented a seminal moment for those interested in
cities, housing and urban citizenship broadly, and Habitat III will be a particularly
important conference. The world’s population is now more than fifty percent urban,
and government officials from around the world will meet at Habitat III to approve a
New Urban Agenda, a comprehensive road-map to address the largest challenges
facing cities for the next 20 years.

Habitat III will also be the first UN-wide conference to take place following the
passage of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in September 2015 and the
Paris Agreement on climate change that came out of the COP21 meetings in December.
The 2030 Agenda, also known as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), is
comprised of 17 goals and 169 targets that together aim to end extreme poverty and
continue down the path of sustainable global development.

Cities will be critically important to the success of all 17 goals. It is hard to see how
any goal, from improving water and sanitation or education, to increasing access to
healthcare and more nutritious food, can be achieved without addressing the 50% of
the world that live cities. But in particular, Habitat III will help countries agree on a
roadmap to meet goal 11 to “Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable.”

So What is Habitat III?
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If you have followed the process at all, you will know that there are many
complementary planning processes happening at the same time. Here we will explain a
little about each one, and discuss where they are now and what is still to come.
Policy Units – One of the earliest movements by the Habitat III Secretariat was to
create 10 Policy Units, each focusing on a specific aspect of cities and human
settlements (i.e Housing, municipal finance, etc). Each Policy Unit, comprised of 20
global experts, started from a UN Issue paper and with some consultation produced a
policy paper that identifies good practices and lessons learned, and provides
independent policy recommendations on the topic.

IHC was particularly interested in the Policy Paper focused on housing. The 60+ page
document is dense and well-reasoned, setting forth many principles of inclusive
growth, adequate housing, and slum improvement that IHC has long advocated for. We
were particularly interested to see a major focus on an integrated housing framework.
The paper underscores that housing does not exist in a vacuum and that any housing
plan must be integrated into new and existing plans for transportation, livelihoods,
basic services and infrastructure.   This has been a key point in IHC's advocacy, so we
are glad that this policy paper holds a similar view.

The policy unit papers are ambitious, and the papers end with concrete
recommendations for global policy change, monitoring and evaluation, and on the
ground implementation.

Regional and Thematic Meetings (R&T)
While the Policy Units continued their work independently, the United Nationals also
hosted a series of Regional and Thematic Meetings, on various topics. The goal of
these meetings was to engage constituents at a more local level, and address issues
that might be very different depending on region. Each meeting was a widely open to
anyone who was interested in voicing their expertise, and included representation   2
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from the grassroots all the way to national governments and international
organizations. The meetings resulted in outcome documents that highlight the key
points of each region and theme.

Other Consultative Opportunities
Along with the national-level planning that is being guided by the Policy Units and
R&T Meetings, other groups have been working to allow civil society and other actors
to have a united voice in the decision making process.
The World Urban Campaign, a coalition sponsored by UN Habitat and comprised of
non-profits from around the world interested in cities and urbanization, has produced a
document called the City We Need 2.0. This document sets out a vision of the city of
the future and has been drafted by a sub-committee of the World Urban Campaign,
including IHC. It incorporates a year's worth of "Urban Thinker's Campuses," events
hosted by WUC members focusing on a variety of topics related to cities and
urbanization, each of which made recommendations to WUC. The TCWN 2.0 paper
distills the lessons learned from all 26 UTCs and has crafted recommendations for a
"new urban paradigm for the 21st century." It consists of 10 principles of a successful
and thriving city, as well as 10 drivers of change that will affect the success of the 10
principles. The document recognizes the central role that adequate housing, land rights
and equitable delivery of services play in ensuring the creation of inclusive and
sustainable cities, among other elements.

General Assembly of Partners (GAP): Partnerships for the New Urban Agenda. The GAP,
a temporary working group of the World Urban Campaign, was created to provide that
unified civil society voice going into Habitat III. The GAP has produced a framework of
recommendations focusing on "the day after" Habitat III and how any agreements or
global targets might be operationalized and implemented. The GAP will also provide
the official civil society input to the eventual outcome document at Habitat III – The
New Urban Agenda. The City We Need will be a part of that official input. 

Nuts And Bolts Continued
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With all of these moving pieces, it is hard to see how the process all comes together.
From April 25th to the 29th, 2016, the UN hosted a series of open-ended informal
consultative meetings as a final opportunity for stakeholders to voice their opinions
before the first draft of the official New Urban Agenda is released later in May. The
meetings were focused around the Policy Unit papers, and organizers hope the sessions
well help the drafters of the New Urban Agenda to prioritize the inputs that have come
out of the myriad processes this year.
  
Once the so-called “Zero Draft” of the New Urban Agenda has been released, the
official focus will shift to a more political and governmental process. There will be a
few final opportunities for civil society to influence the official negotiation process, at
the Civil Society Informal Hearings on June 6-7th in New York, and at the 3rd and final
Habitat III preparatory committee meeting in Surabaya, Indonesia from July 25-27th.
It also invited the Bureau of the Preparatory Committee to convene informal
intergovernmental negotiations for three days in May, three days in June, and three
days in July. 

How It All Comes Together
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The Habitat III conference will bring government representatives from around the
world to participate in the official process of adopting the New Urban Agenda, and to
announce agreements and partnerships that will help build a global effort to address
the challenges and take advantage of the opportunities of sustainable and inclusive
cities.

However, it will also present many opportunities for civil society and the private sector
to learn, network and create partnerships of their own. Concurrent to the official
negotiations, there will be four separate opportunities for non-governmental actors to
participate.

Habitat Village – this program aims to encourage individuals or organizations to
present innovative solutions to a wide variety of issues in real settings in the streets
and neighborhoods of Quito. Interested parties can apply to present their innovation
until May 2nd.

Exhibition Hall – the only part of the conference that is open completely to the public,
this space will allow organizations to represent their work and engage with other
interested parties in a more casual manner. Side Events and Networking Events – Both
types of events represent a chance for stakeholders outside the official governmental
process to take part in the conference, learn and share knowledge, network, and create
new partnerships around issues of cities and urbanization. This is a more structured
program, and collaboration is strongly encouraged. The call for applications will be
open through May 30th.

You can find more information about conference and requirements here.

The Conference Itself
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IHC believes that Habitat III represents a tremendous opportunity for governments to
come together and commit to a global plan to implement Goal 11 of the 2030 Agenda
and integrate cities into the greater development agenda.

However, the New Urban Agenda is just that, an agenda. There are no binding
commitments, and success will depend on the passion and commitment of national
governments and the civil society and private sector networks that support them to
integrate the tenants of the Agenda into their national plans.

Equally important will be the agreements that are made at the subnational and
multilateral level, by local mayors and international donors, that support national
governments and could help provide the assistance from above and support from
below that is necessary.

Data and accountability will also be critical to measuring success and maintaining
momentum around these vitally important issues. IHC expects to remain deeply
involved in the implementation of the New Urban Agenda.
  
We hope you will join us, and consider becoming a member of IHC!

Beyond Habitat III
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