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Dear Friends of IHC Global:

2016 was an important and successful year for IHC Global. On behalf of the Board of Directors I would like to thank the staff, advisors, members, partners and supporters of IHC Global for their 
help and continued interest in making the organization an important voice for urban concerns. I would especially like to thank Judith Hermanson, our CEO and President, for her leadership and 
management skills.

Our efforts this year helped raise awareness about the impacts and implications of widespread urbanization, and expanded knowledge on how to address the challenges and opportunities it poses. 
IHC’s involvement in international meetings such as Habitat III helped highlight the importance of cities in promoting greater equality and justice and the importance of the private sector in fostering 
urban growth and development.

Looking ahead to 2017, IHC Global expects to give priority attention to implementation of the 2030 development agenda. While the theoretical development framework for urban development has 
been created, the challenge going forward is to identify, develop and implement the programs, policies, financial resources and institutional relationships needed to achieve the development agenda, 
taking into account the unique features and circumstances of cities and countries in the developing world.

IHC Global is grateful for the ongoing support it received in 2016 from its founding sponsors, Habitat for Humanity International and the National Association of Realtors (NAR), as well as an 
important grant from the Wallace Genetic Foundation. Above all, we are extremely grateful to the support from our member organizations and individual members, our partners in the important 
work of making cities that work for all. 

We look forward to another year of helping to change cities for good.

Bob Dubinsky
Chairman of the Board

Thank You from Board Chair
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CEO Perspective
“Our struggle for global sustainability will be won or lost in cities,”  
—Outgoing UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon

The outgoing UN Secretary General Ban-Ki Moon made a true statement 
when he said that the future of sustainable development will be won or 
lost in cities. This year, IHC Global worked hard to ensure that the future 
of cities – and so also of this planet – will be secure and prosperous for 
the many rather than the few. The IHC Global Coalition is composed of 
individuals, civil society and private sector organizations which together 
provide a powerful voice for change.

IHC Global has focused historically on the poorest people living in urban 
slums in the developing world. We will continue to provide that focus 
as arguably that is where the need is the greatest and the inequalities the 
most visible and corrosive. However, in adding “Global” to our name, 
we intentionally include all urban areas of great inequality and inequity. 
Moreover, we believe that an equitable city meets the needs of all its 
citizens and residents.

We aim for and define city inclusiveness as having spatial, economic, social and 
psychological dimensions, all of which are important to the lives that people are able 
to lead. We provide tools for practice, advocacy and policy that can be used locally 
throughout the world. We advocate globally for inclusiveness and greater equality 
and nationally within the US. We also bridge the local and global conversations, 
bringing local perspectives to global dialogue and global issues to local leaders.

In IHC Global’s work, as we actively seek and share solutions, we focus 
on the “positives” — what changes will bring about in terms of human 
potential, innovation and shared prosperity. We know that as our world 

evolves becoming increasingly urban, the global community has the 
power and means to continue history’s trajectory of progress, making 
that future ever better for all of us. However, we are also mindful of the 

“negatives” — what happens if these changes do not occur at sufficient 
scale and with sufficient timeliness. Cities are the places where the most 
pressing 21st century challenges converge. Thus, the security, safety 
and health risks of cities are strategic concerns for the entire global 
community. IHC Global is committed to supporting positive change 
in cities through advocacy and education, through making sure that 

“inclusiveness” means everyone, and through keeping a constant light 
shining on the crucial global importance of “getting cities right.”

We are grateful to our Coalition members for their support for IHC 
Global’s mission and will continue to build and expand this Coalition. It 
requires vigilance and vigor from a broad-based independent coalition to 
change cities for good and so to unleash innovation and productivity that 
will benefit us all! Our work has never been so important, and it would 
be impossible without you.

Judith Hermanson
President and CEO
IHC Global
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About Us
Co-founded and supported by the National Association of Realtors (NAR) and Habitat for Humanity International (HFHI), IHC Global 
is an independent, non-profit global membership coalition of NGOs, civil society organizations, private sector companies, corporations, 
and individuals committed to equitable urban development and sustainable, inclusive cities.

IHC Global is an advocate for Goal 11 of the 2030 Global Agenda for Sustainable Development, which directs cities to become 
inclusive, resilient, safe and sustainable. IHC is committed to the principle that greater income equality and greater prosperity for all 
result from an integrated, resource-supported plan for the development of spatially, socially and economically inclusive cities. For more 
information, please visit our website at www.ihcglobal.org.
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IHC Global: An Urban Mission for an Urban World
The world is crowded, and there are no vacancies: of the over seven billion 
people living in the world, more than half of them are working, renting, 
sleeping, eating, driving, raising children — living — in cities. With 
projected growth in mind, it is estimated that over 65% of the world — over 
6 billion people — will be living in cities by 2050. 

Our world is defined by cities and urban places. The form, function and 
relative size of urban areas varies quite considerably. Nonetheless, more than 
half of us live urban lives benefiting from the many economic, cultural and 
other amenities cities offer. Education, health and social services, together 
with general enrichment of life are among those.

Although there is no standard definition of a city, Louis Wirth’s framing of cities 
as large, permanent settlements characterized by high density and heterogeneous 
populations stands us in good stead.

Urbanization has long been associated with economic growth, and cities 
have historically been the places where innovation is sparked and individual 
well-being improved. Although historically the rise of cities is associated 

with economic development and progress, the jury is out as to whether the 
current growth will follow that same trajectory. One thing that is certain is 
that with today’s urban growth, inequality and inequity are increasing.
As the world becomes more connected and intertwined, urban issues that 
have persisted for decades are reaching a crescendo. Today, approximately 
1 billion people live in slums, where the benefits of city living are for the 
most part eluded. By 2030  — in just 13 years — this number is projected 
to double to 2 billion. As the refugee crisis continues to shake and rattle 
the world, the over 60 million refugees and migrants are trading displaced 
persons camps for cities more than ever before. Nearly two billion people 
worldwide lack access to safe water and adequate sanitation; cities are 
responsible for up to 70% of greenhouse gas emissions; women make up 
only a tiny fraction of urban landowners worldwide; and the trans-border 
threats to stability, security, health and environment that accompany rapid 
urban growth are real for us all.

IHC Global’s Mission: Changing Cities, Changing Lives!

So, that is where the IHC Global 
Coalition for Inclusive Housing 
and Sustainable Cities comes 
in. The IHC Global Coalition is 
composed of civil society, private 
sector and individuals committed to 
and knowledgeable about the global, 
national and local urban challenges. 

Rocinha Favela in Brazil. Source: Alicia Nijdam [CC BY 2.0]5       IHC Annual Report 2016



IHC Global:
• Raises awareness about the issues
• Educates people about equitable urban development
• Advocates for policy and practice change
• Provides accessible and evidence-informed solutions
• Develops and shares knowledge
• Supports Member action on the ground 

IHC Global works for practical results and visible improvement in people’s lives. 
We see cities as complex systems that require integrated program planning and 
actions. We believe that civil society (including communities) and the private 
sector have necessary roles to play to make cities more equitable and equal. IHC 
Global is an amplifier. IHC Global is a multiplier. IHC Global is an accelerator.

Gateways and Drivers: Key policy areas
IHC Global’s new website, launched in May 2016, provides a 
knowledge resource for our members and for others interested in the 
urban space. It provides information on six key areas that we believe are 

“wedges” which can lever change sectorally and more broadly.

• Housing, including in situ, comprehensive urban upgrading, as a driver 
of urban development
• Urban Water and Sanitation
• Urban Food Security
• Resilience and climate change adaptation
• Migration and its implications
• Secure tenure, land, property rights and markets, with a gender focus
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A Renewed Global Focus on Cities
As IHC Global re-aligned its mission and its approaches in 2016, so 
the world focused collectively on the mounting issues of urbanization. 
IHC Global was honored to participate in many global conferences and 
to engage with partners and others to bring the message of the cities, 
particularly of those most vulnerable and marginalized, to center court.

Several important achievements in 2015 set the stage for the 
monumental focus on cities that would follow. The 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda (Agenda 2030), which aims to eradicate poverty 
by 2030, was adopted in 2015 by 193 countries. Agenda 2030 and its 
17 goals is ambitious and far-reaching. SDG 11 pays a special interest 
to urban issues, setting a goal to make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable by 2030.

The Paris Climate Agreements followed with an astounding 
194 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) members pledging to limit the effects of climate change. 
The Agreement, heavily campaigned for by city mayors from around the 
world, gave cities a large and powerful role in ensuring implementation.

With these landmark international agreements in place, in 2016 the 
global community turned to setting a new agenda for cities — one that 
embraced the right that all people have to inhabit and shape the cities of 
the future.

Habitat III and a New Urban Agenda
Much of the back-breaking work and progress in sustainable urbanization 
in 2016 revolved around the drafting of the New Urban Agenda, a 
document that sets the global standards to guide sustainable urban 

development efforts over the next 20 years. The document will serve as 
the blueprint for nations on how to achieve urban development that is 
in line with Global Development Goal 11 — that is, urban development 
that is inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable. The New Urban Agenda 
went through many iterations and amendments throughout the course 
of the year, before finally being adopted by UN member countries at the 
third UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development, 
known as Habitat III, in October in Quito, Ecuador. The conference, in 
which IHC Global was privileged to participate, set an important goal of 
connecting the global to the local, in order to implement inclusive and 
sustainable urban development in all levels of society. Connecting global 
and local actors remains of upmost importance in order to implement 
the New Urban Agenda, and IHC Global will continually seek to do this 
through our events, publications, and website.

“We share a vision of cities for all, referring to the equal use and 
enjoyment of cities and human settlements, seeking to promote 
inclusivity and ensure that all inhabitants, of present and future 
generations, without discrimination of any kind, are able to inhabit 
and produce just, safe, healthy, accessible, affordable, resilient and 
sustainable cities and human settlements to foster prosperity and 
quality of life for all.” — The New Urban Agenda

Attendees from around the world congregate outside the Casa de la Cultura conference center in Quito at Habitat III7       IHC Annual Report 2016



The dialogue about sustainable development was not confined to 
governments. Civil society and the private sector had a robust presence 
in 2016 to support global urban innovation, especially concerning the 
New Urban Agenda.

Attendance at Habitat III in Quito
>30,000 participants total, including:

• 10,000 international participants from 167 countries
• Representatives from 140 National Governments
• 11 Presidents
• 200 Mayors
• Delegations from 500 cities

Many voices were heard during the lead-up to Habitat III. UN 
Habitat’s World Urban Campaign (WUC) supported participation of 
stakeholders in the process and also launched the General Assembly 
of Partners at the Second Preparatory Committee for Habitat III 
(PrepCom 2) in April 2015. The GAP aimed “to serve as an interim 
broad-based deliberative platform for non-governmental partners 
in order to develop a consensus for a joined outcome document.” 
Throughout 2016, the GAP served as a platform for diverse — and 
sometimes conflicting — views to be brought forward. IHC Global, 
a Lead Partner of the WUC and a member of the Civil Society 
Organization committee of the GAP, actively engaged through these 
organizations as well as through other direct avenues to add its voice on 
behalf of greater inclusiveness and the importance of Global Goal 11.

At Habitat III, attended by 50,000 people, structured dialogue took 
place on a variety of urban topics. UN Habitat held a competitive 
process for organizations wishing to participate in the official program 
and dialogue. They reviewed proposals that aligned with Habitat III’s six 

thematic areas for networking and side events. These focused on a wide 
variety of issues, from the power of global youth in achieving change, to 
the importance of investment in implementing the New Urban Agenda. 
IHC Global was successful in being selected to organize and participate 
in 10 such events over the five-day conference, collaborating in most 
cases with our members and partners.

Habitat III Thematic Areas

Implementation of the New Urban Agenda remains an ambitious 
effort, as does the monitoring of progress made. But IHC Global is 
hopeful that the unprecedented focus on inclusive and sustainable 
urban development that has been seen in the past year will sustain and 
accelerate. It is IHC Global’s commitment to support that process and 
continue to support equitable urban development. We are optimistic 
that with the support of our members and others in the global urban 
community that the events of 2015–2016 will be effective catalysts for 
global and local policies and investments to change cities for good.

Area 1: Social
Cohesion and Equity: 

Livable Cities

Area 2: 
Urban Frameworks

Area 3: Spatial 
Development

Area 4: 
Urban Economy

Area 5: 
Urban Ecology and 

Environment

Area 6: 
Urban Housing and 

Basic Services
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Highlights and Illustrative Accomplishments of the Year

Policy Events in which IHC played a key role as part of processes associated with Habitat III

Panels organized and/or participated in at the Habitat III conference in Quito

New members

Followers gained on Twitter since our Twitter launch in May

Weekly Urban Update Newsletters

Website visits since the launch of our new website in May

Significant Policy papers

IHC Global Event Attendees and network members reached

30:

10: 

27: 

769: 

49: 

10,000: 

11: 

>2000: 

Source: Wateraid9       IHC Annual Report 2016



Awareness, Advocacy, 

and Education

From our weekly urban policy newsletter to our global events, from our academic reports to our 
tweets, we advocate for cities that are inclusive and sustainable. We act as an aggregating voice 
through our broad and diverse coalition, influencing policy around key urban equity drivers.

IHC Global launches expanded mandate at Inaugural Open Forum
In May, IHC Global hosted an open forum on Cities, Housing, and 
the Urban Poor at the Omni Shoreham Hotel. The successful program 
featured senior officials and policymakers from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, the U.S. Department of State, and 
the Inter-American Development Bank. The forum was held during the 
same time as the annual meeting of the National Association of Realtors 
and, over 100 private sector representatives and other guests attended. 

In addition the Forum marked the official launch of IHC Global’s 
expanded mission and mandate as a global coalition for inclusive 
housing and sustainable cities that advances equitable urban 
development. IHC Global President and CEO Judith Hermanson 
stressed the importance of the new mandate, especially in this time 
when cities are growing in importance on the global stage. Speakers 
discussed the upcoming Habitat III conference and reflected on the 
opportunities it creates for countries to begin applying comprehensive 
and integrated urban development strategies.

Salin Geevarghese, HUD’s Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Office of International and Philanthropic Innovation, speaks 

about the Habitat III conference at IHC Global’s Open Forum IHC Annual Report 2016       10



Achieving Inclusiveness: The Challenge and Potential of Informal Settlements

“Informal settlements can be both catalyst and vehicle for the achievement of greater inclusiveness while 
fostering innovation, creating jobs and developing social capital.” — Judith Hermanson
 
As part of IHC Global’s efforts to raise awareness and educate on inclusive cities, President and CEO Judith 
Hermanson wrote an article published in Citiscope this year on how upgrading slums can be a way to foster 
equitable development. While many articles focus on the multitude of challenges posed by informal settlements 
and speak of slums in terms of ‘poverty and squalor’, Hermanson paints a different picture, focusing on the 
vast potential that residents of informal settlements hold for stimulating local economies, fostering innovation, 
and building social capital. Her article focuses on how to unlock this potential by enacting comprehensive 
slum upgrading strategies that enable better social, physical, and economic inclusion of slum residents. Slum 
upgrading programs should not be viewed as a drain on city resources, but rather as an investment in the future 
that will make cities more productive and prosperous by unlocking untapped human potential.

Source: Wateraid

IHC Global has a broad range of institutional affiliations and partnerships through which we expand our 
advocacy efforts and broaden our knowledge base. This year we signed Memoranda of Understanding 
with UN Habitat to become a Lead Partner of the World Urban Campaign and with Habitat for 
Humanity International to become a supporting advocacy partner of the Solid Ground Campaign, as 
well as continuing our membership in internationally focused consortia InterAction, and the Society for 
International Development. IHC Global also has a reciprocal membership with the US-focused National 
Housing Conference.

11       IHC Annual Report 2016



Additional Advocacy and Policy Dialogues
• Co-hosted an event called “Cities in an Age of Insecurity” with the Atlantic Council
• Successfully advocated for and a co-authored a section on Urbanization in InterAction’s Foreign
Assistance Briefing Book to the new U.S. Presidential Administration
• Co-hosted an event titled “Beyond Habitat III: Integrating Urban Equity and Climate Resilience
into the New Urban Agenda” with USAID and RTI
• Signed on to a variety of advocacy letters from the international development community to
government leaders, including the UN Secretary General and the Foreign Relations Committee
• Co-hosted a World Habitat Day event on Secure Housing, Women’s Right to Land, and the New
Urban Agenda with the Solid Ground Campaign at the Inter-American Development Bank
• Presented at the State Department on inclusiveness as a component of data collection and
application to achieve more equitable cities

Line of refugees in front of the UNHCR registration center in Tripoli, Lebanon. Source: Mohamed Azakir / World Bank IHC Annual Report 2016       12



No Time to Waste

“It is not just about building houses; it is about building cities” 
— Eduardo Rojas
 
This is one of the key findings that emerged from IHC Global’s “No 
Time to Waste” publication, which synthesizes research and knowledge of 
over 50 years of housing policy in Latin America and extracts key lessons 
learned that can be applied to rapidly urbanizing countries. IHC Global 
commissioned former Lead Urban Specialist of the Inter-American 
Development Bank, Eduardo Rojas, to write this report based on his 
extensive experience working on housing policy in Latin America and an 
integrated reading of literature on the subject.

The report went through an extensive and interactive peer review process. 
A select group of internationally recognized housing policy and practice 
experts was convened for a dialogue at the Ford Foundation in September 
to provide substantive commentary and feedback on an initial draft 
of the paper. Their commentary and feedback was incorporated into a 
second draft of the paper.

IHC Global hosted another dialogue event at the Habitat III conference 
in Quito on Next City’s World Stage, where, following a presentation of 
the report findings from Rojas, panelists from around the world as well as 
audience members were invited to consider the findings and provide 

additional thoughts and commentary. The event produced a rich discussion 
about the importance of consistent, integrated, and practical housing policy 
that recognizes that housing is fundamentally about people.

Incorporating input and suggestions from these two interactive events, 
IHC Global published the final report “No Time to Waste: Applying 
the Lessons from Latin America’s 50 years of Housing policy to Rapidly 
Urbanizing Countries” in late 2016. The final outcome is an excellent 
example of the research niche that we fill: synthesizing knowledge and 
practical experience from a diverse array of publications and experts to 
highlight solutions that are actionable and evidence informed.

Participants in IHC Global’s ‘No Time to Waste’ panel on the World Stage in Quito. From left to right: Tom Dallessio (Next City); 

Catalina Marulanda, Roger Williams, Judith Hermanson (IHC Global), Eduardo Rojas, Kirtee Shah, Hayder Ali, and Margarita Greene

Solution-Oriented 

Research and Analysis

IHC Global produces research and analysis that is both evidence-informed and actionable. We work to 
bridge the gap between policy and practice by providing research that is valued by both policymakers 
and practitioners. Simply put, we focus on research that leads to solutions: what works, and how it works.
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‘Reducing Urban Poverty’ Essay Competition
For the 7th consecutive year, IHC Global collaborated with the World Bank, 
Cities Alliance, the Woodrow Wilson Center, and USAID to cosponsor 
the “Reducing Urban Poverty” graduate student essay competition. The 
competition saw over 100 submissions, all evidence of an impassioned and 
innovative new generation of emerging urban scholars. This contest is part of 
IHC Global’s focus on young scholars and practitioners.

This year’s winning paper, entitled “Refugees, Incremental Housing, and 
Shelter in the 21st Century”, was coauthored by MIT graduate students 
Valeria Vidal Alvarado, Francis Goyes and Sera Tolgay. Their timely 
research explores an innovative refugee housing program in Northern 
Jordan and how it manages to increase refugee housing provision with 
minimum disruption to existing urban systems.

Alvarado, Goyes, and Tolgay presented their findings to a captivated 
audience at the Habitat III conference in October. IHC Global President 
and CEO Judith Hermanson served as a discussant at this event and 
commended the authors for their important contribution to what is an 
increasingly complex and pressing issue.

Valeria Vidal Alvarado, Francis Goyes and Sera Tolgay present their findings at the Habitat III conference in Quito

Source: Wateraid IHC Annual Report 2016       14



Habitat III Highlights
A delegation from IHC Global was pleased to attend the Habitat III 
conference in Quito with special accreditation. IHC Global was selected 
to host two networking events at the conference, one which focused on 
successful people-public-private-partnerships (PPPPs), and one which 
focused on inclusive and holistic sanitation strategies. Both networking 
events drew large, engaged audiences who contributed substantively to 
the discussions and aided in the transfer of knowledge. In addition, the 
IHC Global delegation participated in a number of panels on a range of 
subjects including leveraging housing partnerships, engaging children 
and youth in implementation of the New Urban Agenda, effectively 
monitoring and evaluating housing practice, and making cities affordable.

Full List of Habitat III Panels in which IHC Global Played a Key Role
• Triple win: people, public, and private partnerships for more livable cities and communities
• Intersections: Bringing together necessary elements for Inclusive, Sustainable Sanitation Strategies in Cities
• No Time to Waste: Lessons from 50 Years of Housing Policy Experience in Latin America
• Housing at the Center: Establishing a Community of Practice that will engage in M&E
• Evidence from Practice for Action: Ensuring Informed Implementation of the New Urban Agenda
• Reducing Urban Poverty Graduate Student Paper Competition: Presentation by Grand Prize Winner
• IHC Global Youth Membership initiative launch
• The City We Need is Affordable Campaign- Urban Planning Dialogue
• Children and Youth Assembly: Civil Society Panel
• Beyond Bricks and Mortar: Leveraging Partnerships for a New Approach to Housing

Lianne Romahi of the International City/County Management 

Association speaks on IHC Global’s Sanitation panel in Quito

Knowledge 

Sharing

IHC Global promotes and enables knowledge sharing that connects local and global and links policy and 
practice. In a two-way interchange, we provide policy and practice recommendations in order to inform local 
planning and catalyze local action, as well as bring local solutions and realities into broader policy conversations.
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Website as Knowledge Resource for Practical Solutions and Policy
In 2015, IHC Global embarked on an ambitious new strategy, adopting 
a new mission focused on advancing more equitable urban development. 
This past year, one of our key efforts to realize this new strategy involved 
an extensive website re-conceptualization as a knowledge resource for 
members and others. Part of our mission is to connect policy and practice, 
to bring local and global perspectives together, and to create products that 
are both actionable and evidence informed. Our new website serves as 
a visually compelling and user-friendly tool that makes policy discourse 
and academic research available to members and visitors in a “user 
friendly” manner that facilitates transfer and application of practice and 
knowledge. In the coming year we will continue to enhance the website’s 
ability to serve as a knowledge platform and resource hub.

Garbage floats in from the Black Sea, Bulgaria. Source: World Bank IHC Annual Report 2016       16



Board of Directors
Bob Dubinsky, Chairman 
Independent Housing Consultant

Calvin Lindberg, Treasurer
Past President, Canadian Real Estate Association Corporate Secretary

Marc Weiss, Corporate Secretary
Chairman and CEO of Global Urban Development

Steven Feldstein
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, U.S. Department of State

Susan Corts Hill
Independent Housing Consultant

Christopher Vincent
Vice President, Government Relations and Advocacy, Representative of Habitat for Humanity International

David Wluka
Realtor, Wluka Real Estate Corp; Representative of the National Association of Realtors

Judith Hermanson, IHC President and CEO, Ex-Officio

Peter Kimm, IHC Global Founding Chairman and Chairman Emeritus

Our Team

Bejing. Source: World Bank 2012
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Management Committee
Janet Branton
Senior Vice President, Commercial & Global Services, National Association of Realtors

Jane Katz
Director of International Affairs and Programs, Habitat for Humanity International

Senior Technical Advisors
Laurence Hannah
Housing Economist, Lead Economist, World Bank (retired)

Tom Kingsley
Senior Fellow, Urban Institute

Blair Ruble
Vice President for Programs, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars

Roger Williams
Founder, Rogelio Williams & Associates and Past Board Member IHC Global

IHC Global Staff
Judith Hermanson, President and CEO

Anjali Bean, Program Manager (through June 2016)

Karly Kiefer, Assistant Director for Global Programs (October 2016–Present)

Rebekah Revello, Global Communications Officer (May 2016–Present)

IHC Organizational Changes

Staff

  • Rebekah Revello was hired as Global Communications Officer
  • Anjali Bean resigned as Program Manager after 6 years of service at IHC Global
  • Karly Kiefer was hired as Assistant Director for Global Programs

Technical Advisors

  • Tom Kingsley was appointed as a Senior Technical Advisor
  • Roger Williams was appointed as a Senior Technical Advisor

Assistant Director for Global Programs Karly Kiefer and Global Communications Officer Rebekah Revello at the Habitat 

III conference in Quito
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Our Members
As a 501 (c) (3) organization, IHC Global receives financial and other support 
from membership dues, donations, and project funding. To view our full financial 
statements, please go to http://ihcglobal.org/about/finances/

Organizational Members
Founding Sponsors
Habitat for Humanity International
National Association of Realtors

Sustaining Members
Global Communities
Research Triangle Institute (RTI)

Standing Members
Affordable Housing Institute
AFL-CIO Housing Investment Trust
Beekman Advisors
Canadian Real Estate Association (CREA), Founding Member 
Chemonics International
Compass Housing Sevices
Development Innovations Group
Global Urban Development
Housing Partnership Network
International City/County Management Association 
International Real Property Foundation
Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University 
Landesa

Mortgage Bankers Association
National Association of Home Builders
Pan American Development Foundation
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Somerset Development Company
TCGI
Urban Institute
Water Aid America
Westmoreland Associates

Individual Supporters and Sustainers
Jaime Bordenave 
Greg Budworth 
Robert Dubinsky 
Debra Erb
Steve Feldstein
Stephen Giddings
Judith Hermanson Ogilvie 
Tim Honey
David Leibson
Ernesto Leonardo
Sam Nickell
Larry O’Brien
Keith Ogilvie
Diana Ohlbaum
Blair Ruble
Alex Shakow
Michael Shea
Raymond Struyk
Dianne Tsitsos
Alina Zysckowski

Trade in Cambodia. Source: World Bank.

We are grateful to all of our members, who make our work possible.
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Others Who provided Support 

We are grateful to the following people and organizations that contributed 
to IHC Global’s work in this past year.

The Atlantic Council
Catalina Marulanda
Eduardo Rojas
The Ford Foundation
Habitat for Humanity International 
Hayder Ali
The Inter-American Development Bank 
Ira Peppercorn
Kirtee Shah
Margarita Greene
Mike Jackson
National Association of Realtors
NextCity
Research Triangle Institute (RTI)
Stephen Giddings
The Wallace Genetic Foundation
The Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars

Children of Sujat Nagar slum in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Source: World Bank.
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Looking Forward
IHC Global recognizes that the city of the future is both “smart” and “just.” We are at 
the nexus between the Smart Cities and the Just Cities movements.

At this time of great uncertainty and growing skepticism of global 
engagement, IHC Global remains committed to growing our network 
and coalition to address the vexing challenges of the 21st century that 
converge in cities. We will continue to advocate for greater equity and 
equality as fundamental building blocks of a secure and stable world. 
Our efforts will focus on areas of high inequality.
     
The underlying theme of IHC Global’s work is that the city of the 
future is both smart and just. The city of the future uses technology 
and data to advance inclusive and equitable urban development.

To this end, IHC Global will focus its efforts on six key urban issue 
areas to drive greater equity, hosting policy dialogues, engaging in 
research and disseminating knowledge and delivering expert, hands-on 
assistance and advice. Policy and practice in these areas either drive or 
inhibit equitable development. They are:

• Housing (including in situ, comprehensive urban upgrading)
• Water and sanitation
• Food security
• Resilience and climate change adaptation
• Migration and its implications
• Secure tenure, land, property rights and markets, with a gender focus

In light of Africa’s rapid rate of urbanization, IHC Global plans also to 
engage more closely with issues specific to sub-Saharan Africa and will 

undertake a research project that illuminates the role of housing in highly 
unequal urban areas. In addition, IHC Global will advance policies 
and practices and foster inclusive urban growth including stimulating 
job creation and the bridging of the formal and informal sectors. Since 
financing is a key element in each of the policy areas, IHC Global will 
also prioritize advancing and disseminating knowledge about alternative 
financing mechanisms.

IHC Global will continue to support the achievement of Global Goal 11 
through its work with members and engagement with other coalitions 
and institutions. We will continue to emphasize the important role of all 
stakeholders in achieving sustainable and inclusive cities. We will seek 
to tell the stories of cities and their people, showing what works and why, 
making the information accessible to practitioners and policymakers alike.

We will build intentionally on the global momentum gained at Habitat 
III as we continue, day to day, to advance equitable urban development 
around the globe.

Street Seller Cape Town South Africa. Source: World Bank21       IHC Annual Report 2016



Appendix: IHC Global 2016 Publications
IHC Global Published Reports
Expanding Opportunity. IHC Global Annual Report 2015.

Exploring Rental Housing, “The Need for Reality Based Housing Policy Solutions,” IHC Global Report by Ira Peppercorn. October 2016.

No Time to Waste: Applying the Lessons from Latin America’s 50 Years of Housing Policy to Rapidly Urbanizing Countries. IHC Global Report by Eduardo Rojas. December 2016.

Habitat III Primer. IHC Global Report by Anjali Bean.

Key Policy Topic Briefs
Gender, Secure Tenure, and Property Rights. IHC Global Key Policy Topic Brief. May 2016.

Housing as a Driver of Equitable Development. IHC Global Key Policy Topic Brief. May 2016.

Migration and its Implications. IHC Global Key Policy Topic Brief. May 2016.

Resilience, Climate Adaptation, and the Urban Poor. IHC Global Key Policy Topic Brief. May 2016.

Urban Food Security. IHC Global Key Policy Topic Brief. May 2016.

Urban Water and Sanitation. IHC Global Key Policy Topic Brief. May 2016.

Articles & Presented Research
Including All City Residents. CIPS Magazine Article by Judith Hermanson. June 2015

The Potential of Informal Settlements. Citiscope Article by Judith Hermanson. January 2016.

Slums, Informal Settlements and Inclusive Growth. Presented Research by Judith Hermanson at the International Conference on Sustainable Development at Columbia University. 
September 2016.
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